Lecture 2 Conceptual Integration Gilles Fauconnier

Conceptual integration (blending) is a basic mental operation that leads to new meaning, global insight, and
conceptual compressions useful for memory and manipulation of otherwise diffuse ranges of meaning. It plays a
fundamental role in the construction of meaning in everyday life, in the arts and sciences, in mathematics, and in
religious thought. The essence of the operation is to construct a partial match between inputs, to project selectively
from those inputs into a novel 'blended' mental space, which then dynamically develops emergent structure. It has
been suggested that the capacity for complex conceptual blending ("double-scope" integration) is the crucial
capacity needed for thought and language. This lecture illustrates conceptual blending through examples drawn
from everyday human behavior, and presents the constitutive and governing principles that constrain the cognitive
operation.
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As we went to press, Rich
Wilson and Bill Biewenga
were barely maintaining a 4.5
day lead over the ghost of the
clipper Northern Light,
whose record run from San
Francisco to Boston they're
trying to beat. In 1853, the
clipper made the passage in
76 days, 8 hours. — "Great

America II," Latitude 38, volume 190, April
1993, page 100.
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« the run from San Francisco to Boston
by the clipper Northern Light in 1853

« the present run started in San Francisco
and sailing towards Boston by the
catamaran Great America (1993)
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Bypass

Before you know it, these kids will be
doctors, nurses and medical technicians,
possibly yours. They'll need an excellent
grasp of laser technology, advanced
computing and molecular genetics.
Unfortunately, very few American children
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kids need to take more challenging academic
courses. To find out how you can help the
effort to raise standards in America's schools,
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Mythic Race

Aug. 6, 1958 May &, 1954 |
Herb Elliott Roger Bannister
June 23, 1967 Australia Britain
Jim Ryun ...... frereeer. g = YARDS
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The New York Time:
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in the Zoloft defense case, when the teen-ager
was sentenced, his father pleaded for a lenient

sentence and invoked the grand-parents he had
murdered, saying:
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"if they were still alive, they would also plead
for mercy for their grandson."
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(5) In France, Monicagate would not have done Clinton any harm.

(6) the missing chair (caffeine headache, money problem, rice famine, insulin coma, ...)
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(7) He is digging his own financial grave.
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(8) Your magnificent theory will share the fate of the Titanic when it hits the iceberg of hard
empirical data.

(9) If Clinton were the Titanic, the iceberg would sink.

Generic Space

Clinton saga

Input |,
Compression
\‘ N . Y P dia I
—_— —_— — —_—

CHANGE CHANGE | CHANGE CHANGE
IDENTITY IDENTITY |IDENTITY IDENTITY

/

CHANGE, UNIQUENESS, INTENTIONALITY



