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Abstract

This paper presents the first in-depth analysis of the textiles held by the Museo de 
la Real Colegiata de San Isidoro de León, providing a careful investigation of textile 
features and raw materials, in addition to carbon-14 dating and archival research. 
These new data have allowed us to redate the fabrics, placing them within their tenth- 
through early thirteenth-century Mediterranean and European contexts. The result is 
a more complex image than was previously assumed, and it offers a significant starting 
point for further research into the roles played by textiles in medieval Iberia.
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Figure 1 Room number 13, Arte de Espana, at the International Exhibition of Barcelona in
1929. The showcase displayed some of the textiles and artworks from San Isidoro.

photo: Arxiu Fotografic de Barcelona, AFM12461



Figures 2a and 2b The so-called Baghdad silk (Table 1, no. 8), with the left selvedge (2a).
The white and black warps have a Z twist, and the white and red wefts

are almost un-twisted (2b).
photos: author



Figures 3a and 3b Textile no. 11 showing faded front view and window at the back with
multicolored wefts of the same textile

photos: author



Figure 4 Detail of the embroidery (no. 2) with gold metal threads, scale 1,5 cms
photo: author



Figure 5
Detail of the gilt-silver metal thread of tablet

weave no. 13
photo: author

Figure 6
Diagram of a twill 2/1 (2 wefts or horizontal
thread cross over one warp or longitudinal
thread) and the different types of diagrams

used to represent the weaves.
published in CIETA technical notes



Figure 7 Full view of the embroidery, no. 2
photo: Therese Martin



Figure 8
Detail of the re-twisted warps from the

maniple (no. 13).
photo: author



Figure 9 Silk samite from Leon Cathedral
photo: author



Figure 10 Textile (now lost), originally lined Santa Eulalia´s casket from the Cathedral of
Oviedo

photo: Arxiu Mas



Figure 11 Drawing of the complex decoration of silk textile no. 7. The blank spaces
represent the medallions with figures that need further photographs to be

reproduced accurately.
drawing: Ayelet Shats



Figures 12a and 12b Detail of the silk samite that lines the casket of Saints Pelayo and John
the Baptist (no. 9). One band has oval rather than round medallions.

photos: author and Therese Martin



Figure 13 San Marcelo casket, early twentieth century, with textiles no. 7 and no. 10 still in
situ

photo: Archivo Gomez-Moreno, CSIC
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