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Abstract

The recent transformation of Tajikistan’s political system has significantly altered the
social and political context in which the country’s lay Muslims and religious elites nego-
tiate Islam and Islamic normativity. The quasi-governmental Islamic Center (Markazi
Islomi) has taken on a more dominant role, becoming the sole official (state-approved)
Islamic institution in Tajikistan defining Islamic normativity. In this work, we explore
the rationale behind the Tajik state’s pursuit of this political trajectory, conduct a de-
tailed examination of the religious edicts ( fatwas) issued by the Islamic Center, and
identify its conservative trends. Our research suggests that the Islamic Center offers
the Tajik government a way to achieve its much-desired monopoly over the religious
field. Furthermore, we argue that the Islamic Center’s conservative interpretation of
Islam, with its emphasis on political conformity, social patriarchy, and limited mystical
experience, is far more “legible” and administratively manageable for the authoritarian
regime than the previous religious pluralism.
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MAPKA3W NCNTOMU & Xnpii: 8 Myxappam 1440
HYMXYPUM TOYAKMCTOH ‘4 Menont: 18 CeHTaGp 2018

Acoch  Xabapxo  Kurobxowa  Macwuaxo  Casony4aso6  Makonaxo  Hasopxo  Cagoxo  Tamoc
Acoc—> Casony asof —> Xoxasona —> Cason Ne 01915

Arap mapp 6ewwTap a3 wai mMox,

ICMXO0
Basudan mapaun Xyapo aH4om p Kewx
Haguxad Ba TabMUHKM ounapo 6a 4o —
Haopag, OHX0 no6apyoct? lap Taxopar
Xore K1 Mapa TaHAypycTy CONUM acT Ba —
a3 xucobu mexHaTv 3aH mexypaa? =
or
Ka6naH cunocry3zopam.
Pysa
Cason: X4
Accanomy anaiikym YCTORM rupoMi. Arap Mapa GewTap a3 waw MoX Basudau —
MBpauM XyAPO BHYOM HBAWXBA BA TALMUHW OWNapo 6a YO HAOPaA, HUKOXU OHXO
noGapyoct? [lap Xone K1 Map/l TaHAYPYCTY COMMM acT Ba a3 Xucobu MexHaTh san Macaen{dho
Mexypan? KaBnaH cvnocrysopam.
Casonavxanna: 3e60
Baktn Hamos gap AdywanGe
18.09.2018 | 50MAOA 04:38
NEWWH  13:00
Yaso6: @ 16:16:42 ACP 16:43
B z wom 18:41
a anaiikymyccanomy Ba paxmarynnox. Xoxapu asus, Aap MH XONaT HUKOXW OHXO Mydaccantap
6apKapOP ACT, BaNe WABXAP KAGAAH “yHUH PATOP KyHaA, CAXT ryHaxrop Melwasas, XYOTAH - 20:11

3ep0 BOYGOTI MNOXMPO TapK KapAaacT.
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FIGURE1 Screenshot of question no. 1915 from “Zebo” on August 17, 2018
SOURCE: “SAVOLU JAVOB,” MARKAZI ISLOMII JUMHURII TOJIKISTON, 2014—
2017, HTTP://SHUROIULAMO.T]/T]/FAQ (ACCESSED SEPTEMBER 30, 2018).



FIGURE 2 Thumbnail and illustration for an article on parenting
SOURCE: M. SHONASURDINOV, “ZAMINAHOI TARBIYAI DURUSTI FARZAND,”
MARKAZI ISLOMII JUMHURII TOJIKISTON, JANUARY 10, 2018, HTTP://
SHUROIULAMO.TJ/TJ/ARTICLES/IDS/329 (ACCESSED OCTOBER 30, 2018).
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